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By Reverend Robert Carpenter, Buff alo Mesa 

On April 2, the Commerce City Veterans Commission hosted an 
event at the Eagle Pointe Recreation Center to assist veterans 
to explore the benefi ts they have earned and are eligible to 
obtain as a result of their service to our nation.

The event, the third of many to come, was very successful. 
Veterans Commission Vice-chair Robert Carpenter, Vietnam 
War veteran, United States Air Force veteran, and Post Chaplain 
American Legion Post 322 stated that “the next seminar will 
expand on the various issues that are important to our veterans 
community of Commerce City.”

Veterans Commissioner Juan A. Lopez, a United States Air 
Force veteran who spearheaded the overall project stated, “As 
veterans in Commerce City make important decisions about 
family, fi nances, education, and health care, it’s important 
that they spend a few moments exploring the VA benefi ts they 
might be eligible for. The Commerce City Veterans Commission 
wants to assist veterans with that kind of outreach.”

The next event for the Commerce City Veterans Commission Veterans Continued on Page 5

is the city’s annual Memorial Day Parade, which opens with a 
ceremony at Veterans Memorial Park at 8:45 a.m. on Memorial 
Day. The ceremony includes a dedication and commemoration, 
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Calendar
 for May & the fi rst week of June

of events

SAT
5-07

Kentucky Derby in Derby

Key Bank - 6565 E. 73rd Ave
3:00 pm

The events here are submitted by readers. Get more info about these and other 
events or post an event you know about at www.CommerceCityNorth.com/events.
Check with the host or venue before going to confi rm the event is still happening.

Colorado Massively 
Expands Bankruptcy 
Protections for 
Homeowners

WED & SAT

5-18, 5-21
Household Hazardous 
Waste Recycling Days
9131 E. 96th Ave

9:00 am - 2:00 pm

By Devon Barclay, Buff alo Run

On April 7, Governor Polis signed into 
law a new set of “exemptions” for 
Colorado residents, almost quadrupling 
the equity homeowners can protect 
if they are forced into bankruptcy, 
and doubling the vehicle exemptions 
of everyone in the state. Previously 
unprotected items, like trailers and RVs, 
are now also protected – along with 
guns and bank accounts.

Suddenly, virtually all Colorado 
residents can now fi le bankruptcy 
without any danger of losing their 
home, vehicles, or even fi rearms. Most 
of those who fi le Chapter 7 cases will 
obtain a “fresh start” without losing any 
personal property or paying anything to 
their creditors.

For homeowners struggling to keep 
up on mortgage payments or facing 
foreclosure, the news is even better. 
Thanks to the massive increase in 
Colorado’s homestead exemption, 
most homeowners can immediately 
stop foreclosure and create a fi ve-year 
repayment plan for their mortgage 
arrears, without having to repay any 
other debt in the process. This will lower 
the cost of bankruptcy relief for tens of 
thousands of Coloradoans who need 
post-COVID relief to save their homes 
after years of economic struggle.

While every situation is unique, these 
new protections are astonishingly 
broad. With that in mind, the bankruptcy 
code, and fi ling process overall, remain 
incredibly technical and complex: 
those looking to take advantage of the 
new exemptions will likely need an 
attorney’s assistance to navigate the 
process.

Devon Barclay is a local bankruptcy 
attorney. He can be reached at 720-515-
9887 or at devon@devonbarclaypc.
com.

Events must be submitted on-line by the 24th to be included in next months paper.

Don’t see an event you know about?
That’s because you didn’t post it.

How to Post an Event:
It is easy, anyone can do it, and it only takes a few minutes. Go to the events page on 
the website at www.CommerceCityNorth.com/events to share an event.

What Type of Events Can You Post?
If an event is happening in Commerce City North or for our residents, you should post 
it. Here are just a few examples:
• Your school or business has an upcoming fundraiser at a local restaurant.
• Your church or club is hosting a craft fair or festival.
• Your neighborhood is having a pool party, cookout, or fi reworks display (you can 

indicate if it is for anyone or just for residents of your subdivision).
• Your business or a favorite business of yours has a one-time or recurring event.

SAT
5-07
6 shows in 
May

“Pride and Prejudice” by 
Platte Valley Players
300 Strong St., Brighton

7:30 - 9:30 pm

MON
5-30

Memorial Day Parade

The Heart of Commerce City
8:45 am - 12:00 pm

WED
5-11
Every Other 
Wed

Poker Night at Pour Tap 
House
12433 E 104th Place #102

6:30 - 10:00 pm

WED
6-01

Kids and Canvas

Reunion Rec Center
10:00 am - 12:00 pm

SAT
5-14

Free Green Yard Waste 
Drop-Off 
9109 Monaco St

8:00 am - 1:00 pm

SAT 
5-14

Middle School Madness

13905 E 112th Ave
7:15 - 10:00 pm

SAT
6-04

Free Day at Tower Landfi ll

19260 E 88th Ave
7:00 am - 3:00 pm

FRI-SUN
6-10, 11, 12

Community Yard Sale

Commerce City North
7:00 am- 7:00 pm
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Commerce City welcomes new 
Municipal Judge: Brian Bowen
New Municipal Court Judge Brian Bowen 
was officially sworn into his position by 
Mayor Benjamin Huseman during the 
City Council meeting on Monday, May 2. 
Judge Bowen takes over the Municipal 
Court following ...

Crash Backs Up I-76 Near Commerce 
City Wednesday Morning
According to CDOT’s website, all 
westbound lanes were closed on I-76 
from Highway 85 to the exit for ...

First bison of 2022 born at Rocky 
Mountain Arsenal
Spring has sprung at the Commerce City 
refuge ...

Family of Commerce City victim gave 
tearful testimony during fentanyl bill 
debate
The sister of Karina Rodriguez spoke 
during a debate on a fentanyl bill at the 
Colorado State House. The bill is meant 
to tighten penalties for ...

Adams City sends four to college 
athletics
Four Adams City High School athletes 
signed their letters of intent April 1 at 
the school. Cy Renney, who …

Website Spotlight - Yard Sale, June 10 - 12

7 Strategies for the Most Successful Yard Sale Ever
Whether you’re having your own yard 
sale or taking advantage of the big 
community yard sale, here’s some 
advice on how to run a successful one.

1. Get the word out. Just sign up and I’ll 
take care of the rest. Sign up early if you 
want to borrow my yard sale signs. You 
can edit your sale and pictures anytime.

2. Arrange for change. You need money 
to make money! Gather plenty of singles, 
five-dollar bills, and quarters—and 
don’t forget a calculator. If you’re selling 
big-ticket items like lawn equipment or 
sporting goods, have some larger bills 
on hand, too. Set up your till in an old 
lunch box, or wear an apron with a deep 
front pocket.

3. Lure ’em in. Got a weed whacker, 
almost-new bike, or a full set of patio 
furniture? Place it right up front, either 
at the end of your driveway or on the 
lawn’s edge. This way, passers-by can 
easily see these larger things and may 
decide to pull over. Then set up the rest 
of your wares in an organized fashion. 
Arrange dishes and small items on 
folding tables, line up books with spines 
in the same direction, and hang clothes 
on a collapsible coat rack or clothesline 
strung between two trees.

4. Price it right. You’ll drive yourself 
bonkers if you try to slap a tiny sticker 

Read and comment about these and 
other news stories or add your news or 
article. CommerceCityNorth.com/news

on every single thing you own. Instead, 
save time by grouping similar items 
together and then pricing the whole 
section. Everything needs a price but 
how much should you charge? Typically, 
items sold at yard sales are set at a third 
up to a half of the price you paid for it 
new. You can also price items by the 
bundle (3 for $1, say) in order to get rid 
of multiples in one fell swoop.

5. Negotiate nicely. You want the stuff 
to disappear, so be reasonable when 
it comes to lowering prices. If you’re 
asking $5 and the offer is $3, it’s easy to 
say $4 and be done with it. Of course, 
there are times to stick to your guns. 
You might haggle more towards the 
end of your sale.

6. Offer drinks. It’s not a cocktail party, 
but if it’s a nice warm day, a cooler of 
sodas or water is a nice touch. At $1 a 
can, you might make a small profit on 
the beverages and you’ll entice people 
to hang around a little longer. Putting 
out a trash can is a good idea too, for 
cups, napkins, and other debris that 
tend to collect around sales.

7. Mark it down, or make it free. 
Remember, you don’t want to haul any 
of your stuff back into the house, so 
think about filling a big box labeled 
“free” near the end of your sale.



Highway 6 & 85 in 1948 and Highway 2 in 
the early 1950s. In 1950, the Commerce 
City Police Department named its fi rst 
police chief, Edward A. Marzano.

The South Adams County Water and 
Sanitation District was formed in 
1951 at the same time Denver was 
considering annexing the area. A plan 
to incorporate all of southern Adams 
County was developed. On July 8, 1952, 
a group of about 300 residents voted 
for incorporation of Commerce Town, 
comprising neighborhoods in southern 
Adams County such as Rose Hill, Adams 
City, Dupont and Irondale. Alfred Krogh 
was elected mayor along with six 
trustees: Sam Amato, Castor Hansen, 
John Juhl, John Kemp, Carl Lundgren 
and Paskey Teto.

In South Adams County, 15 of the 19 hog 
ranches were in the new Commerce Town 
area. Industries in the 1950s included 
six oil refi neries, tow grain elevators 
and a dozen other major manufacturing 
and freight-hauling businesses. Several 
other businesses were established in 
the Derby area such as Latorins, Lucas 
Furniture, Ben Franklin, Hi-Lo Market, 
Wolf’s, Derby Beauty Shop, Derby Lanes, 
Hieny’s Shoe Service and Wohlers 
Shoe Store. In 1958, the Rainbow 
Bread Company was established. In 
1965, the banks of Sand Creek and 
the South Platte River overfl owed 
and caused extensive damage, 
resulting in Interstate 270 being built.
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Win Great Prizes 
on Our Community 
Website
Commerce Coin Raff les
There is almost always a raff le you can 
enter with the Commerce Coins you 
earn by interacting with the website. If 
you don’t like the prizes being off ered 
in the current raff le, just wait to see 
what is next. There are lots of ways to 
earn coins such as posting an event 
or article, engaging in the discussion 
board, or commenting on a post. You get 
50 Commerce Coins just for registering 
and one a day for logging in to see what 
is new. www.CommerceCityNorth.com/

Current Raff le - Pamper 
Yourself With a Gift Card for 
The Stillwater Wellness Center

The Stillwater Wellness Center is located 
in the 104th Avenue Professional and 
Medical Center at 104th and Potomac. In 
addition to making you feel special and 
valued, you also receive outstanding 
services from all of their licensed 
professionals.

1st Place - $100 Gift Card
2nd Place - $50 Gift Card

This Raff le is Sponsored by:

Commerce City History, continued from April
By Debra Bullock, Commerce City 
Historical Society 

Until the late 1920s, the area was 
mainly a farming community where 
livestock, truck gardens and wheat 
fi elds fl ourished. Between 1923 and 
1954, many dairies were located in the 
area, such as IXL Dairy, Model Dairy, 
Johnson Dairy, Harmony Dairy, Garden 
Farm, Starlight dairy, Morning Sun and 
Oak Leaf Dairy.

Industry moved into the area and 
refi neries were established in the 1930s. 
At least 14 fi sh hatcheries located along 
the Platte River raised trout. Families 
that established the trout farms were the 
Hutchings, Faden’s, Petersons, Kinney’s, 
Mann’s, Miners, Otto Hutchinson’s, and 
many more. Grain elevators were built 
in 1936 by Oscar Mallo. the Hungarian 
Flour Company began operations in 
1938.

Some of the fi rst roads to be built in the 
area were Irondale Road, now known as 
88th Avenue, and Model Road, known 
today as 64th Avenue. Both of these 
roads went through Commerce City 
and extended east to where Denver 
International Airport is located. These 
roads were closed off  when the Rocky 
Mountain Arsenal came into existence. 
The Box Elder community was located 
on the land that now occupies Denver 
International Airport.

The Rocky Mountain Arsenal was 
founded in 1942, east of the growing 
community, in support of World War II. 
The South Adams County Volunteer Fire 
Department was founded in 1942 and 
Adams City was beginning to redevelop 
with new houses being built. The Adams 
Heights subdivision was established in 
1946. In 1946-47, Adams County School 
District 14 was formed from surrounding 
schools, with the fi rst off icial class from 
Adams City High School graduating in 
1949.

The football fi eld was dedicated to Ed 
Krogh in October 1948. The fi eldhouse 
was dedicated to Al Krogh, Ed’s son, in 
1961. New roads were being built in the 
area and some of the major ones were History Continued Next Month

Learn More about our history from the  
Commerce City Historical Society at 
www.cchistoric.com.

Facials • Waxing • Microblading 
Tinting of Brows & Lashes

Breathwork • Microdermabrasion
Microneedling • Massage

Pre-Natal • Hot Stone • Reiki
Couples Massage • and More

Galina Bankina, Allstate Insurance Agent
720-699-1133
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with the parade set to begin at 9:30 a.m. The Veterans Commission 
is assisting the Memorial Day Parade planning committee in the 
preparations for this event.

Mayor Benjamin Huseman, United States Air Force veteran, will 
be speaking and acknowledging the initial Commissioners of the 
Veterans Commission during the dedication ceremony, as well 
as acknowledging and commemorating the fallen warriors who 
have sacrifi ced honorably for our nation. The Grand Marshals 
for this year’s event are Barry Reece, who served in the Army 
during the Vietnam War, and Shawn Moss, a Navy and Army 
veteran who served in Operation Iraqi Freedom.

After the parade, the city is hosting a Memorial Day event at 
Veterans Memorial Park featuring a concert with the band 
“Titonic” thanks to assistance from the Commerce City Cultural 
Council. There will also be food trucks and booths from various 
veterans service organizations, Commerce City, and others.

The Commerce City Veterans Commission was established in 
2020 to increase visibility of veterans within the city, increase 
community engagement by veterans, inform the veteran 
community of available services, advocate for issues important 
to veterans, and participate in the planning of the city’s annual 
Memorial Day Parade.

Veterans - Continued from pg 1 Make This Paper Better
Share Your News, Story, Article or Opinion

Did you see something newsworthy? Do you have a story, essay 
or opinion relating to our community that you can share? I’m on 
social media, so I know you do! 

This paper is for our community and from our community. Take 
advantage of this opportunity to share your thoughts, news or 
story and make our community newspaper better for everyone.

Here are a few ideas:
• Are you an expert in your fi eld? Share some tips, tricks or 

stories that will be helpful for homeowners.
• Did you recently spend some time at one of our rec centers, 

parks or community events? Share some a pictures and a short 
story!

• Share a heartwarming, uplifting or heroic story about a 
neighbor, student, teacher or worker.

• Do you have the scoop on the big high school game or event?
• Anything you think is newsworthy or interesting, I want to see 

it.

Submit your news, stories, articles, opinions or essays to www.
CommerceCityNorth.com/news - See your name in print!
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Commerce City North

Update
By Nathan Hart, Fronterra Village

Inventory - Inventory is up throughout 
the metro area and down slightly in 
Commerce City North. As of May 4th 
there were 3,735 resale homes available 
in the metro area and 27 in Commerce 
City North.

New Listings - A total of 102 new listings 
came to the market in Commerce City 
North during April. This number is down 
slightly from 107 in March. A year ago, in 
April 2021, 77 properties were listed in 
our community. 

Pending Listings - In April, 96 homes 
went under contract in the Commerce 
City North area.

Home Prices - Prices in Commerce City 
North went up .8% during April while 
prices throughout the metro area went 
up 3.9%. 

Interest Rates - As of April 4th, the 
average 30 year rate is at 5.44%.

What’s Next - Interest rates are expected 
to rise to near 6% this year which will 
impact buyer’s purchasing power. 
Inventory should continue to rise through 
August or September as interest rates 
go up. Price increases should be slight 
through June or July, then expect them 
to go down as fall approaches. I expect 
prices to normalize and maybe even go 
down next year.

Sold Data only includes resale (no new construction) homes that were listed and sold 
in the Denver Metro MLS.
DOM - Days on market is determined by the number of days a home is ‘active’ for sale. 
DOM does not include ‘coming soon’ or ‘pending/under contract’ time.

SUBDIVISION # SOLD HIGH MEDIAN LOW DOM
Buckley Ranch 3 $631,000 $605,000 $550,000 4
Buff alo Highlands 5 $700,000 $650,000 $560,000 3
Buff alo Mesa 4 $625,000 $576,000 $540,000 6
Columbine Ranches 1 $1,100,000 $1,100,000 $1,100,000 75
Eagle Creek 1 $475,000 $475,000 $475,000 2
Foxton Village 1 $530,000 $530,000 $530,000 18
Fronterra Village 6 $635,000 $591,250 $545,000 4
Harvest Meadows 0 - - - -
North Range Village 0 - - - -
Potomac Farms 6 $615,000 $565,000 $526,000 4
Eastpoint 2 $691,358 $690,679 $690,000 3
Reunion 14 $1,250,000 $627,500 $443,200 4
Reunion Southlawn 5 $750,000 $613,000 $560,000 3
The Village / Outlook 4 $735,000 $667,500 $565,000 4
Turnberry 4 $636,000 $610,000 $563,000 11
Villages at Buff alo Run E 11 $925,000 $640,000 $450,000 4
Villages at Buff alo Run W 4 $580,000 $498,800 $490,000 4

Single Family Homes Sold in April

Condos / Townhomes Sold in April
SUBDIVISION # SOLD HIGH MEDIAN LOW DOM
Aspen Hills 0 - - - -
Fronterra Village 3 $450,000 $400,000 $391,000 4
Jasper Street Condos 0 - - - -
Reunion 3 $414,500 $410,000 $375,000 2
Villages at Buff alo Run E 2 $532,500 $476,505 $420,510 1

What is Your Home Worth?
Call, text or email me if you would like a free market analysis for your home or if you 
have any questions about real estate in our community. 303-564-4055
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See more Science Ninja on Instagram @scienceninja.vs.world

You can’t plant fl owers...

...if you haven’t botany.

Useless Facts
Tulip bulbs were more valuable than gold in Holland in the 1600s.

Tulip bulbs can be substituted for onions in a recipe.

Maine’s state fl ower is a pinecone.

The largest fl ower in the world is the titan arums, which produce 
fl owers 10 feet high and 3 feet wide. The fl owers smell of decaying 
fl esh and are also known as corpse fl owers.

Almost 60 percent of fresh-cut fl owers grown in the U.S. come 
from California.

Moonfl owers bloom only at night. Their cousins, morning glories, 
bloom in the morning.

The green fl orets on broccoli stalks are actually immature 
fl owers. If left to grow, they open into tiny yellow fl owers.

Hidden Pictures / Coloring Page
Solution at www.CommerceCityNorth.com/games.

TIC TAC TOE
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Home Maintenance & Repair

If you’re like my wife, you are likely saying, “What’s that?  Where is 
it in a home?”  Kitec piping was often used in homes built between 
1995 – 2007.  If your home was built during this time, it’s possible 
that you have this type of piping and fi ttings to go with it.  Plumbers 
liked Kitec piping because it was cheaper than copper and, being 
made of fl exible material, it was easy to install. 

Most plumbing experts, including Triple J Plumbing, say the question 
is not IF your Kitec plumbing will leak, but WHEN it will leak.  Most of 
the homes in our service area won’t have the distinctive orange and 
blue pipes in their house but It’s possible, and common, that several 
homeowners currently have a purple pipe on the outside of their 
home that is the main water source to the sprinkler system.

This purple pipe tends to deteriorate which can cause a leak. The 
problem with these in our area is that they are not UV rated and with 
all our great CO sun this causes problems.

To repair a Kitec pipe outside Triple J Plumbing will cut it out 
underground and replace it with copper so the issues don’t come 
back.  

If you’re in the market for a new (older) home, Kitec plumbing 

shouldn’t be a dealbreaker. Instead, the presence of a Kitec plumbing 
system would be a bargaining chip. For example, you might get a 
cost estimate for replacing the system and deduct that cost from 
your off er.  Either way, if the home has it then be sure to have a plan. 

If your Kitec pipe – the purple one outside – leaks, we are off ering 
$30 off  repair for the month of May. Must show coupon at time of 
service.

Welcome To The Community!
Building your dream home from the 
ground up can be exciting. You get 
to choose your lot, the fl oor plan, the 
interior fi nishes and any upgrades. 
But it’s a common misconception 
when you’re buying a new constructed 
home that you don’t need to work 
with a Realtor. However, that’s not 
necessarily true. Below are the top 
three reasons why it makes sense to 
have a real estate agent represent 
you when building your new home.

1.  The sales agent works for the builder.

2.  Your Realtor is your advocate.

3.  A Realtor comes at no cost to you.

Call me if you are considering a new home.Lorena and Felipe just bought a new home in Reunion. If you see them around town, make sure to say hi.

Kitec Plumbing
By Jayce Witmer, Triple J Plumbing, The Village

Buying a New Home


